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I N MAY OF 1999, I learned that the child of a 
friend had died. I wept when I got the news, 

not just for my friend, but for all the children of the 
planet—babies deformed because of the nuclear disas-
ter in Chernobyl, children living with cancer because 
of our nuclear testing on Bikini Island in the South 
Pacific, teenagers with no hope for any future com-
mitting suicide in the United States, children starv-
ing because of our sanctions and war in Iraq. And the 
question arose, as it always does, What can I do?

I walked on my land to the two giant boulders 
that touch at the base with just enough space 
between them to see a strip of sky. I had named them 
ShivaShakti because one was male and the other 
female. Entering the cave that had been formed in 
the female stone, I sat in meditation. Her craggy 
walls held me in her earth womb, and in the silence 
of her sanctuary, I began to feel something growing 
in me, an answer to my question. At first it was just a 
feeling—that something was calling me, pulling me. 
Then, in meditation, I saw another circle around the 
planet, this time close to the equator. Twelve new 
countries formed a wheel, a second World Wheel. As 
the hours passed, the conviction rose in me that my 
question prayer had been answered, and that it was 
the children of our world who were calling. 

I left the cave and went to the hogan where I kept 
a world globe. My eyes fell on the equator as I turned 
the globe. I knew then, as I had known thirteen years 
earlier when I began the first World Wheel pilgrimage, 
that this would be my way of walking peace for the 
next period of my life—perhaps until my death. The 

countries of a new World Wheel passed under my eyes 
as the globe revolved. I fell into sleep and dreamed of 
the first country—Ecuador.

Now, in January of 2007, I am sitting on the banks 
of the Yukias River in the Ecuadorian Amazon with 
Shuar children splashing by my side in the pristine 
waters flowing from the wild Cutucú range. In the 
Amazon rainforest east of Macas, generous donations 
to my Second World Wheel Project have made it pos-
sible to purchase three hundred acres of virgin rain-
forest for a nature reserve, complete with a lagoon, an 
island, waterfalls, and two rivers. 

I have returned this land to the indigenous Shuar 
families of the area (it had been taken from them by 
Silesian missionaries) to be caretakers of our precious 
rainforest, the lungs of our planet. I am in the process 
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Solania and Nantar, Shuar mother and child 
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indigenous 
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Tuntuam Camilo Tsamaraint with Amazon butterfly

of sculpting Anaconda Woman near the sacred waterfall 
with my new Shuar friends and their children. Along 
the river, we have established a Wisdom Center, Refu-
gio Amazonico, with traditional buildings of thatch and 
bamboo siding, tree houses for guests, and a school 
for the Shuar children taught by the elders. This is a 
way to preserve the Shuar culture, the knowledge of 
the rainforest medicinal plants, and how to live in a 
sustainable way within the environment—all knowl-
edge necessary for the survival and health of our life 
on this planet.
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Traditional Shuar dance and music

Nantar drawingNantar 
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Vijali giving out drawings from children from New Mexico, USA

Federico Tsamaraint teaching in the Shuar Refugio School 
started by the Second World Wheel Project
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Peacemaker Ceremony, Vijali as Spirit of the Rainforest with Shuar children as the animals of the Amazon 
bringing the fire of peace to the world

  Shuar children learning from Vijali how to carve 

Anaconda Woman, sculpture in progress 

Vijali and Tuntuam Camilo carving by the sacred waterfall
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In 1999, as work on the Second World Wheel Proj-
ect began, another Wisdom Center was started in 
the Andes of Ecuador. Visitors to the tiny Otavale-
ñan village of Peguche, high in the Andes, will find a 
two-story stone sculpture of Achili Pachacamac, their 
pre-Incan deity, that I carved with the help of the vil-
lage. Three new projects flourish: an indigenous wom-
en’s group called Hwari Maki that helps single women 
develop crafts to sell so that they can be independent, 
a charming bed and breakfast inn, and a school for 
the Otavaleñan children to preserve their culture. 

Achili Pachacamac, lava boulder carved by Vijali with the help of the Peguche community,  
Second World Wheel Project, Andes of Ecuador

Achili Pachacamac (detail of corn)
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Matico Lema (right), founder of Hwari Maki, women’s group for Otavaleñan women

Vijali carving Achili Pachacamac with Chino from the village Peguche
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Inti Raimi, harvest ceremony with the Achili Pachacamac sculpture in Peguche. Left to right: their local shamans, Vijali,  
Edie Hartshorne (Outreach Coordinator for the World Wheel), Matico, and friend

Vijali with Otavaleñan children
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The vision of the World Wheel Project has evolved. 
It now focuses on the creation of Wisdom Centers in a 
second World Wheel. These Centers will be established 
in twelve countries circling the planet to preserve, as 
well as develop, knowledge critical for the healing and 
survival of our planet. They will serve as crucibles for 
the birth of wisdom necessary for our future. 

The two Wisdom Centers in Ecuador are the 
results of my last seven years of work on the Second 
World Wheel. The Wheel continues— I am planning 
to start Wisdom Centers in the additional ten sites, 

each dedicated to the well-being of our children. 
This spring, in the Caribbean waters of Costa Rica, 
I created the Ocean Spiral, a painting performance 
prayer for the waters of our planet with organic 
colors. In the Galapagos Islands, I would like to 
create a ceremony with the animals as a prayer that 
our relationship be healed. Each Wisdom Center 
preserves a disappearing culture, and each ceremony 
event is an attempt to protect the health of our 
earth—the people, the flora and fauna—the biosphere 
of our planet. 

Andean children

Shairy, Otavaleñan healer from Peguche
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Woman Made of the Cosmos (detail)

May we each find our own footsteps with 
the clarity of who we are—different 

as each snowflake pattern is different, but all
equally beautiful. We are luminous beings— 
only for a moment clothed in the trappings 
of darkness with which society and our ego-
centered minds have burdened our souls.

Today, I shake off this darkness that eats into
our lives. I shake off this view of separation
and isolation, to know that each person is our 
own, that our true nature is one with every 
child, every creature, every plant, every stone, 
and every atom of the universe. 

S E C O N D  W O R L D  W H E E L     2 2 1
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1939 Born in Los Angeles, California, May Day.

1941  My parents divorce, and my father places me in a series 
of foster homes over the next two years.

1943  My father sends me to his parents in Dallas, Texas.

1944  My mother takes me and leaves me on a farm in Little 
Rock, Arkansas.

1946  My mother is institutionalized in a mental hospital as 
a schizophrenic. She remains hospitalized for the rest 
of her life.

1948  Move to Hollywood, California with my grandparents, 
and am introduced to the Vedanta Society by my 
father.

1949  Start boarding school at the Temescal School for Girls 
in Pomona County, California.

1950  Transfer to the Parnell Preparatory School for Girls in 
Whittier, California.

1953  Enter the Vedanta Society convent in Santa Barbara, 
California as a nun.

1964  Leave the Vedanta Society convent and go to Ottawa, 
Canada. I go to work as an illustrator for the National 
Research Council, and take graduate courses at night.

1965  Move to Montreal and attend Sir George Williams 
College, majoring in art.

1966 My mother passes away in a mental hospital.

1967  Return to Santa Barbara, California and marry Dale  
Clark. We live in Santa Barbara.

1972  Dale and I travel to India and meet Anandamayi Ma.

1973  Begin my friendship with Anaïs Nin.

1974 Dale and I get divorced.

1976  Experience a powerful “uncoiling” of Kundalini energy, 
which changes my life. I come to see the underlying 

unity of all life. I close my studio in Santa Barbara 
and begin to create stone sculptures in nature and 
ritual performances with communities in the Los 
Angeles area. I sculpt Winged Woman and Continuum in 
Southern California. I visit Don Hildé in the Amazon 
and sculpt Homage to Andean Women in the Andes of 
Peru. Swami Prabbavananda, my guru at the Vedanta 
Society, dies.

1977  Pepperdine University in Malibu, California gives 
me permission to create environmental sculptures in 
Winter Canyon. I sculpt the Shelter Sculpture and the 
Sculptural Amphitheater, The Within of Matter. I receive a 
Masters of Fine Arts in Environmental Sculpture from 
Goddard College, Plainfield, Vermont.

1978  Become engaged to Dr. Oscar Janiger, and carve two 
environmental sculptures in Southern California: 
Spirit Within Matter and The Seed of Space.

1979 Marry Oscar Janiger.

1980  Live with Biphisi, a Hopi medicine woman on the 
Hopi Reservation in New Oraibi, Arizona.

1981  Carve She Who Opens the Doors of the Earth with the help 
of the community in Yelapa, Mexico.

1982  Get divorced from Oscar. Move alone into an 
abandoned trailer on Boney Mountain in the Santa 
Monica Mountains of Southern California for a 
five-year retreat. I develop a life style that includes 
meditation, dancing, writing poetry, composing 
music, and creating environmental sculptures.  
I begin to write my autobiography.

1984  Dream I see myself circling the globe as I create 
environmental stone sculptures and ceremonies in 
many countries. Community is developed as we work 
together. This dream came to fruition in the first 
World Wheel Project.

1986  Begin work on the first World Wheel site in the Santa 
Monica Mountains of Malibu, California on Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s family land.

1987  Complete the World Wheel site 1. The sculpture 
is named the Earth Wheel, and the ceremony called 
Western Gateway is performed on August 16th, the date 
of the Harmonic Convergence.

1988  Leave my mountain retreat to live with Yehwehnode, 
a Seneca medicine woman, on the Cattaraugus Seneca 
Reservation in upstate New York. I carve the sculpture 
Unity for World Wheel site 2 on the Reservation. The 
ceremony, called The Peacemaker, is performed in June. 

  Journey to Alicante, Spain to create World Wheel site 
3. Both the sculpture and the ceremony, performed the 
first day of January, 1989, are named Woman of Sky with 
the Sun in Her Belly.

1989  Travel in June to the Umbrian Forest in Italy to create 
World Wheel site 4. The ceremony performed August 
15th is called Voices of the Umbrian Forest.

  Journey to the Greek island of Tinos in the Aegean 
Sea to create World Wheel site 5. The site included 

Vijali as Gaia in the Western Gateway performance 

Chronology
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a number of environmental art works: the sculpture 
Serpent, the painting Woman Made of the Cosmos, Gaia’s 
Laboratory (a cave with seven paintings), and the 
Tower of Fire, a structure of driftwood twelve feet high 
set on fire during the performance. The ceremony 
performance, called Phidusa Woman, is performed  
in November.

1990  Journey to Egypt to create World Wheel site 6,  
Woman with the Wings of an Eagle, Sun at Her Forehead, 
Moon at Her Feet, at Saint Paul’s Monastery on the 
South Gallala Plateau. In April, I created a private 
ceremony with myself, the sculpture, and the vast sky 
and sands of Egypt.

  Travel to Palestine and Israel to create World Wheel 
site 7 overlooking the Dead Sea. During the ceremony 
held on October 27th, the Tree of Peace is planted by 
a Palestinian boy and an Israeli girl in the center of a 
circle of stone carvings named Earth Wheel.

1991  Journey to India; first, to Rewalsar for a retreat with 
Lama Wangdor; then to Dharamsala to see the Dalai 
Lama; then to Calcutta to visit the Kali Temple  
(the home of Ramakrishna) and to meet with Mother 
Teresa. Finally I travel to Shantiniketan in West  
Bengal to create World Wheel site 8 in a village of  
Baul minstrels. Rather than a sculpture, I build a 
community house, Baul Kutir, to serve as a school 
room, a community meeting place, and a place where 
the Baul minstrels can practice, perform, and sleep.  
We hold the inauguration ceremony on May 7th 
feeding 700 people.

1992  Make a pilgrimage to Tibet to create World Wheel site 
10 in Shoto Terdrum, home of Padmasambhava, one 
of the most revered figures in Tibetan Buddhism, and 
Yeshe Tsogyal, one of Tibet’s most prominent holy 
women. I receive a Chöd Empowerment initiation 
from Lama Pema Samdup, a lama living for eighteen 
years in a cave in the area. For this site I create the 
incised cave painting, Rainbow Bodhisattva, and hold  
the ceremony in May.

  Travel to Kunming in southwest China to create  
World Wheel site 10. This site was located in the 
Shisan Forest Park, and included a number of 
environmental sculptures: Kuan Yin of the People I, 
II, III, Woman of the Sky Holding a Lotus, Emptiness, 
and Endagered Panda. The ceremony called Return to 
Harmony is performed in October.

1993  Journey to Russia to create World Wheel site 11 in 
Buryat, Siberia. Both the sculpture, built on the 
shores of Lake Baikal, and the ceremony, performed in 
August, are called Light Within Darkness.

  Travel to Japan to create World Wheel site 12 and 
complete the first World Wheel. I create three 
environmental sculptures and three ceremonial 
performances collectively called Concentric Circles;  
One Heart. The last ceremony was held in October.

1994  Buy five acres of land in Moab area of Utah, and start 
the World Wheel Retreat Center.

1999  Start the Second World Wheel Project. The purpose 
of this project is to develop Wisdom Centers to 
preserve indigenous cultures by developing schools for 
children, establishing nature preserves, and creating 
community through environmental art projects.

  Travel to Ecuador to start work on the first site of the 
Second World Wheel Project in the Andean village of 
Peguche. With extensive community involvement,  
I create the statue Achili Pachacamac. The ceremony  
for the completion of the sculpture is held at the  
time of Inti Raimi, a traditional harvest ceremony  
on June 21st.

  This site now includes three projects: an indigenous 
women’s group, Hwari Maki, that helps single women 
develop crafts to sell so that they can become or 
remain independent, a bed and breakfast inn, and a 
school for the Otavaleñan children to preserve their 
culture.

2000  Start work on the second site of the Second World 
Wheel Project in the rainforest with indigenous Shuar 
of the Ecuadorian Amazon. 

  Raise funds in the United States to purchase 300 acres 
of virgin rainforest to create the Refugio Amazonico, a 
nature reserve to protect the Amazonian rainforest 
environment, and a Wisdom Center to preserve the 
indigenous culture of the Shuar.

2006  The Shuar Refuge School is started with Edie 
Hartshorne as co-director.

  Publish Liberty, Enlightening the World, an illustrated 
poem celebrating the Statue of Liberty as our symbol 
of freedom, and Of Earth & Fire, a book of personal 
poetry and works of art expressing the integration of 
body, nature, and spirit.

2007 Continue work on the Refugio Amazonico.

  Create a water sculpture/painting and ceremonial 
performance called the Ocean Spiral in the Caribbean 
of Costa Rica as a prayer for the waters of our planet.

   Publish World Wheel: One Woman’s Quest for Peace, an 
account of the first World Wheel journey interwoven 
with an autobiographical account of my early life.

Future Plans

1.  Continue to develop the first two sites of the Second 
World Wheel Project in Ecuador.

2.  Continue to hold workshops and retreats at the World 
Wheel Retreat Center in Utah.

3.  Continue the creation of Ocean Spiral  paintings and 
ceremonial performances around the world as prayers for 
the waters of our planet.

4.  Create a ceremony performance in the Galapagos Islands 
honoring and calling for the preservation of all animal life 
on our planet.

5.   Continue the development of the remaining ten sites of 
the Second World Wheel Project circling the planet.

C H R O N O L O G Y     2 2 3

2001
to

2005
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in gratitude to Markell Brooks, 1969; photo Steven Smith 

Chapter 9: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE FIVE  
Tinos, Greece, 1989 
 70.   Serpent (detail) with actress in Phidusa Woman 

performance; photographer unknown  
 71.  Serpent, granite and enamal, 12'x 2'x 6';  

photo Vijali Hamilton  
 72. Vijali with Serpent (detail) sculpture; photo Joaquin Gil
 73.  Woman Made of the Cosmos, 12'x 8'; photo Vijali Hamilton
 74.  Woman Made of the Cosmos (detail); photo Vijali Hamilton 
 75.   Vijali as Seaweed Gaia in the Phidusa Woman performance; 

photographer unknown 
 76.   Greek musicians playing in the Phidusa Woman 

performance; photographer unknown
 77.   Sea the Unconscious, dancer Shirley Graham, in the 

Phidusa Woman performance; photographer unknown 
 78.   Vijali as Seaweed Gaia at the Aegean Sea; photo 

Jan Semmal

Chapter 10: KUNDALINI
 79.   Within (detail); photo Steven Smith 
 80.   Roots of Consciousness, cover Roots of Consciousness by Jeff 

Mishlove, 4'x 4'x 3,"1972, photo Steven Smith 
 81.   Within, sculptured marble painting, 4'x 4'x 3", 1973; 

photo Steven Smith 
 82.   Borderless, drawing from journal, pen on paper, 6"x 3", 

1976; photo Vijali Hamilton 

Chapter 11: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE SIX 
South Gallala Plateau, Egypt, 1989
 83.   Woman with the Wings of an Eagle, Sun at Her Forehead, Moon 

at her Feet (detail of feet); photo Vijali Hamilton 
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 84.   Vijali standing in the desert of Egypt;  
photo Vijali Hamilton 

 85.  St. Paul’s Coptic Monastery, Egypt;  
photo Vijali Hamilton 

 86.   Woman with the Wings of an Eagle, Sun at Her Forehead, 
Moon at her Feet, desert of Egypt, limestone, 12'x 8'x 10"; 
photo Vijali Hamilton 

 87.   Woman with the Wings of an Eagle, Sun at Her Forehead, 
Moon at her Feet (detail of face);  
photo Vijali Hamilton 

Chapter 12: WINGED WOMAN
 88.  Vijali carving on Winged Woman, 1976;  

photo Fran Noden 
 89. Tools for carving, 1976; photo Vijali Hamilton
 90. Stone before carving, 1976; photo Vijali Hamilton  
 91.  Winged Woman, work in progress, 1976;  

photo Vijali Hamilton 
 92.  Winged Woman and Reclining Man, sandstone sculptures, 

12'x12'x15', 1976, Simi Hills, Southern California; 
photo Fran Noden 

 93.  Winged Woman (detail), 1976; photo Vijali Hamilton
 94.  Reclining Man (detail), 1976; photo Vijali Hamilton
 95.  Winged Woman and Reclinging Man (detail);  

photo Vijali Hamilton
 96. Winged Woman (detail); photo Vijali Hamilton
 97.  Continuum, sandstone boulder, Summerland tide, 

California, 4'x 4´x 4´, 1976; photo Vijali Hamilton 

Chapter 13: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE SEVEN 
Palestine and Israel, 1990
 98.   The banks of the Dead Sea; photo Vijali Hamilton
 99.   Ceremony at the Dead Sea with a Palestinian boy and 

Israeli girl planting the Tree of Peace in the Earth Wheel, 
stone sculptures; photographer unknown

 100.  Palestinian boy and Israeli girl planting the Tree of Peace; 
photographer unknown 

 101.  Carving stones for the Earth Wheel on the banks of the 
Dead Sea, granite sea stones, circle 18' diameter; 
photo Michael Lev Nahor 

Chapter 14: THE AMAZON JUNGLE
 102.  Don Hildé, with termite’s nest in  Amazon Jungle, 

Pulculpa, Peru, 1977; photo Vijali Hamilton  
 103.  Shipibo children bathing in the Amazon of Peru, 1977; 

photo Dr. Oscar Janiger 
 104.  Homage to Andean Woman, granite, Chosica, Andes of 

Peru, 5'x 5'x 5', 1977; photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 15: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE EIGHT  
West Bengal, India, 1991 
105.   Vijali and Shivashundar Baul; photo Joaquin Gil
106.   Lama Wangdor at Rewalsar (Tso Pema), India;  

photo Vijali Hamilton 

 107.   Vijali in meditation in front of her cave at Tso Pema, 
India; photographer unknown

 108.   Baul minstrel singing, West Bengal, India;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

 109.    Village child in West Bengal, India;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

 110.   Vijali and villagers building a communal round house 
for the village; photo Joaquin Gil

 111.  Vijali singing with the Bauls at the construction site; 
photo Joaquin Gil

 112.   Vijali and Basudev Baul (right) gather materials for the 
construction of the communal house; photo Joaquin Gil 

 113.   Constructing the thatch roof for the communal house, 
Baul Kutir; photo Vijali Hamilton

 114.   Constructing the thatch roof of Baul Kutir;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

 115.   Ceiling of the communal house, Baul Kutir;   
photo Vijali Hamilton

 116.  Baul Kutir completed, 30´ diameter;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

 117.   Baul singing at ceremony of completion of Baul Kutir; 
photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 16: FREEDOM
 118.   Eye of Freedom, sculpted marble painting, 2´x 3½'x 3", 

1973; photo Steven Smith
 119.   Orange, pencil drawing on paper, 4"x 4", 1974;  

photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 17: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE NINE 
Shoto Terdrom, Tibet, 1992
 120.   Vijali in cave with Rainbow Bodhisattva;  

photo Karil Daniels
 121. Vijali at Shoto Terdrom, Tibet; photo Karil Daniels
 122.  Tibetan nun practicing Chöd at our campsite;  

photo Karil Daniels
 123.  Two Tibetan Buddhist nuns in cave with Rainbow 

Bodhisattva; photo Karil Daniels
 124.  Rainbow Bodhisattva, granite, 6'x 4', Shoto Terdrum, 

Tibet; photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 18: MARRIAGE
 125.  Oscar, multimedia painting/drawing on paper, 5'x 4', 

1982; photo Tom Van Sant
 126.  Yin Yang with Child, sculpted marble painting,  

2'x 2'x 1", 1973; photo Steven Smith

Chapter 19: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE TEN 
Kunming, China, 1992
 127.   Kuan Yin of the People I (detail), limestone outcropping 

20' high, Kunming, China; photo Vijali Hamilton
 128.   Vijali sculpting at the World Wheel site,  

Shisan Forest Park, Kunming, China;  
photo Patricia Sanders 
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 129.   Kuan Yin of the People II (detail), Shisan Forest Park 
Kunming, China; photo Vijali Hamilton

 130.   Woman of the Sky Holding a Lotus, limestone and acrylic, 
12'x 12', Shisan Forest Park, Kunming, China; photo 
Vijali Hamilton

 131.  Naxi musicians at the Return to Harmony performance,  
Shisan Forest Park, Kunming, China; photo 
Patricia Sanders

 132.  A Naxi musician with his ancient instrument at the 
Return to Harmony performance; photo Patricia Sanders 

 133.  Group prepared for the Return to Harmony performance; 
photographer unknown

 134.   Vijali emerging out of Emptiness painting in the  
Return to Harmony performance, Shisan Forest Park, 
Kunming, China, limestone and acrylic, 10'x 10';  
photo Patricia Sanders

 135.   Gangping Zhu, martial arts champion performing in 
park; photo Vijali Hamilton

 136.   Chinese children writing their answers to my three 
questions after the Return to Harmony  performance; 
photographer unknown

 137.  Chinese child in the Return to Harmony performance; 
photo Patricia Sanders 

 138.  Kuan Yin of the People III, Shisan Forest Park, Kunming, 
China, 12' high; photo Patricia Sanders

 139.   Kuan Yin of the People II (detail)

Chapter 20: SPIRIT WITHIN MATTER
 140.   She Who Opens the Doors of the Earth (detail), Yelapa, 

Mexico, 1982; photo Vijali Hamilton
 141.   Sandstone boulder before carving, Santa Monica 

Mountains, 1977; photo Vijali Hamilton
 142.   Spirit Within Matter, sandstone, 2 stories heigh, Santa 

Monica Mountains, 1977; photo Vijali Hamilton
 143.  Spirit Within Matter (detail); photo Vijali Hamilton
 144.   Shelter Sculpture, Winter Canyon, Pepperdine University, 

Malibu, California, sandstone 10'x 10'x 1';  
photo Kim Kanazzi

 145.    She Who Opens the Doors of the Earth, granite 15'x 8'x 1,' 
Yelapa, Mexico; photo Vijali Hamilton

 146.    Seed of Space with Vijali, sandstone and acrylic, 3 stories 
high, Santa Monica Mountains, California, 1977;  
photo Sacha Burger

 147.   Spirit Within Matter III, sandstone 4'x 2'x 1',  
garden piece in Santa Monica, California, 1978;  
photo Kim Kanazzi

 148.   Spirit Within Matter IV, sandstone 3'x 2'x 1', garden 
piece in Santa Monica, California, 1979; photo 
Vijali Hamilton 

Chapter 21: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE ELEVEN 
Lake Baikal, Siberia, Russia 1993
 149.  Vijali in Siberia with Buryat woman; photo 

Laura Hoffman

 150.  Curious wolf and Vijali meet in the Siberian forest; 
photo Laura Hoffman 

 151.  Vijali carving in the Siberian forest on the banks of 
Lake Baikal; photo Laura Hoffman

 152.  Buryat children gather stones for earth wheel;  
photo Laura Hoffman

 153.   Buryat children sing and help with earth wheel in 
Siberia; photo Laura Hoffman

 154.  Light Within Darkness, where the dark of the Siberian 
forest meets the luminous light of Lake Baikal, gathered 
river stones, circle 30' diameter; photo Vijali Hamilton

 155. Lake Baikal, Siberia; photo Laura Hoffman

Chapter 22: MY SACRED MOUNTAIN 
 156.  Boney Mountain, Santa Monica Mountains, California, 

1983; photo Vijali Hamilton
 157.  Vijali meditating in her trailer on Boney Mountain, 

1983; photographer unknown
 158.  Vijali carving beneath Boney Mountain ridge, 

Santa Monica Mountains, California, 1986;  
photo James Woolsey 

 159.  From the Earth, earthwork 40'x 30'x 20', Boney 
Mountain, Santa Monica Mountains, 1986;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 23: WORLD WHEEL—SPOKE TWELVE  
Tenkawa, Nara, Japan, 1993
 160. Sunset; photo Vijali Hamilton 
 161.  Vijali in performance ceremony in Japan; 

photographer unknown 
 162.  Shinto priest in the Tenkawa Temple for the World 

Wheel ceremony; photographer unknown
 163.  Concentric Circles: One Heart, granite 4'x 4'x 1';  

photo Vijali Hamilton

Chapter 24: RETURN 
 164.   Rainbow at the World Wheel Retreat Center, Utah; 

photo Vijali Hamilton
 165.   Vijali dancing in front of cave; photo Robert Goldstein 
 166.   Ceiling of the hogan, a straw bale cottage built by Vijali; 

photo Janie Tuft
 167. Interior of the hogan; photo Janie Tuft
 168. Hogan with view of mesas; photo Vijali Hamilton

Postscript: Second World Wheel, Amazon and Andes 
Ecuador, 1999 - 2007
 169.   Vijali in her cave; photo Ron Margoles
 170.  Yukias River, Ecuador with Shuar children playing, 

Second World Wheel Project: Refugio Amazonico;  
photo Edie Hartshorne

 171.  Tuntuam Camilo Tsamaraint with Amazon butterfly; 
photo Edie Hartshorne

 172.  Solania and Nantar, Shuar mother and child;  
photo Edie Hartshorne
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 173.  Ceremony with the indigenous Shuar musicians, 
Refugio Amazonico, Second World Wheel Project, 
Ecuador; photo Edie Hartshorne

 174.  Traditional Shuar dance and music; photo 
Edie Hartshorne

 175. Nantar; photo Edie Hartshorne
 176. Nantar drawing; photo Edie Hartshorne
 177.  Federico Tsamaraint teaching in the Shuar Refugio 

School, started by the Second World Wheel Project; 
photo Edie Hartshorne

 178.  Vijali giving out drawings from children from New 
Mexico, USA; photo Edie Hartshorne

 179.  Peacecemaker Ceremony, Vijali as Spirit of the Rainforest 
with Shuar children as the animals of the Amazon 
bringing the fire of peace to the world;  
photo Catherine Allport.

 180.    Anaconda Woman,  (sculpture in progress), basalt,  
6'x 6'x 4'; photo Vijali Hamilton

 181.  Vijali and Tuntuam Camilo carving by the sacred 
waterfall; photo Edie Hartshorne

 182.  Shuar children learning from Vijali how to carve;  
photo Sherry R. Anderson

 183.  Achili Pachacamac, lava boulder carved by Vijali with  
the help of the Peguche community, 30'x 20'x 15'; 
Second World Wheel Project, Andes of Ecuador;  
photo Vijali Hamilton

 184.  Achili Pachacamac (detail of corn); photo Vijali Hamilton
 185.  Matico Lema (right), founder of Hwari Maki, women’s 

group for Otavaleñan women; photo Edie Hartshorne 
 186.  Vijali carving Achili Pachacamac with Chino from the 

village Peguche; photo Edie Hartshorne
 187.  Inti Raimi, harvest ceremony with the Achili Pachacamac 

sculpture in Peguche. Left to right: their local shamans, 
Vijali, Edie Hartshorne (Outreach Coordinator for the 
World Wheel), Matico, and friend; photo Cherese Udell

 188.   Vijali with Otavaleñan children;  
photo Edie Hartshorne

 189.  Shairy, Otavaleñan healer from Peguche;  
photo Edie Hartshorne

 190.  Andean children; photo Vijali Hamilton
 191.  Woman Made of the Cosmos (detail);  

photo Vijali Hamilton

Chronology
 192.  Vijali as Gaia in the Western Gateway performance; 

photo ©Eric Lawton

Acknowledgements
 193.  World Wheel site 1: Audience in Malibu, California  

for the Western Gateway performance;  
photo ©Eric Lawton 

 194.  Woman with the Wings of an Eagle, Sun at Her Forehead,  
Moon at Her Feet, Egypt; photo Vijali Hamilton

List of Photo Illustrations
 195.  Georgianne Cowan in the Western Gateway 

performance; photo Vijali Hamilton

Endnotes 
 196.  Shelter Sculpture, Pepperdine University, Malibu, 

California; photo Vijali Hamilton
 197.  Vijali as Space in the Return to Harmony performance, 

China; Photo Patricia Sanders

Bibliography
 198.  Scroll for treasure container buried in Tinos, Greece; 

photo Vijali Hamilton
 199. Woman of Sky (detail); photo Vijali Hamilton

Books Featuring Vijali Hamilton
 200.  Vijali as Gaia in the Western Gateway performance, 

Malibu, California; photo Georgianne Cowen

Other Works By Vijali Hamilton
 201.  Vijali preparing to be Gaia in the Western Gateway 

performance, Malibu, California;  
photographer unknown

Biography
 202.  Vijali carving in the Andes of Ecuador; 

photo Edie Hartshorne
 203.  Vijali in ceremony; photographer unknown
 204.  Vijali as Gaia in the Western Gateway performance, 

World Wheel, site 1, Malibu, California; 

Back Cover
 205.  Vijali carving in the Andes of Ecuador:  

photo Edie Hartshorne
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Reason for Hope, A Spiritual Journey, Jane Goodall with 
Phillip Berman, New York: Warner Books, a Time  
Warner Company, 1999

Woman of Sky (detail)
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Roots of Consciousness, by Jeff Mishlove, New York: 
Random House, 1975: cover art by Vijali Hamilton

Women Saints of East and West, Swami Ghanananda  
and John Stewart-Wallace, Hollywood, California: 
Vedanta Press, 1979: cover art by Vijali Hamilton

Once and Future Goddess, by Elinor Gadon, San 
Francisco: Harper and Row, 1989: art and life of 
Vijali Hamilton

The Reflowering of the Goddess, Gloria Feman Orenstein, 
New York: Pergamon Press, Athene Series and 
Columbia University Teachers’ College Press, 1990:  
art and life of Vijali Hamilton 

Reweaving the World: The Emergence of Ecofeminism, co-
edited Gloria Feman Orenstein and Irene Diamond,  
San Francisco, California: Sierra Club Books,1990:  
art and life of Vijali Hamilton 

Dharma Gaia: A Harvest of Essays in Buddhism and Ecology, 
edited by Allan Hunt-Badiner, Berkeley: Parallax Press, 
1990: art by Vijali Hamilton

The Feminine Face of God, Sherry Anderson and 
Patricia Hopkins, New York: Bantam, 1991: life of 
Vijali Hamilton

The Box, the Terma Foundation, Santa Fe,  
New Mexico: Terma Press, 1993: art and life of 
Vijali Hamilton 

Sculpting with the Environment: A Natural Dialogue, Baile 
Oakes, New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1995: art 
and writing by Vijali Hamilton

Proceedings of the Twelfth International Conference on the 
Study of Shaminism and Alternate Modes of Healing, edited 
by Ruth Inge Heinze, Berkeley: Independent Scholars 
of Asia, 1995: writing by Vijali Hamilton

Skydancing Earthwalker, Women’s Pilgrimages to Sacred 
Places, edited by Laila Castle, Berkeley, California: Frog 
Limited, 1996: cover art and writing by Vijali Hamilton

From the Realm of the Ancestors; An Anthology in Honor  
of Marija Gimbutas, edited by Joan Morler, Manchester, 
Cincinnati: KIT, 1997: art and writing about 
Vijali Hamilton 

On Turning 60, Cathleen Roundtree, New York:  
Harmony Books, 1997: photos and life of 
Vijali Hamilton

The Flow Fund Circle, Marion Rockefeller Weber, 1997: 
writing about Vijali Hamilton

Goddess: A Celibration in Art and Literature, Jalaja 
Bonheim, New York: Stewart Tabori & Chang, 1997: 

Creative Healing, Michael Samuals, M.D. and Mary 
Rockwood Lane, R.N., M.S.N., San Francisco: Harper, 
1998: art and life of Vijali Hamilton

The Ways of Spirit: 50 Visionaries Share Philosophies, Paths, 
and Practices, edited by Susan Averrete: Tempe, Arizona: 
Galileo Publishing, 2003: writing by Vijali Hamilton

Cultural Creatives, Paul Ray and Sherry Ruth 
Anderson, New York: Harmony Books, 2000: life of 
Vijali Hamilton

Sophia: Goddess of Wisdom, Bride of God, Caitlin Mathews, 
Wheaton, Illinois: Quest Books, 2001: Cover art (front 
and back) by Vijali Hamilton

Mandala: Journey to the Center, Bailey Cunningham,  
New York: DK Publishers, 2002: art and writing by 
Vijali Hamilton

Spiritual Awakenings: Glimpses into the Higher Realms, 
Maggie Erotokritou, Baltimore: Publish America, 2005: 
writing by Vijali Hamilton

Consciousness in Action, Andrew Beath, New York:  
Lantern Books, 2005: reference to life of 
Vijali Hamilton

Books Featuring Vijali Hamilton

Vijali as Gaia in the Western 
Gateway performance,  
Malibu, California
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Books

In the Fields of Life, poems and artwork, Canyonlands 
Utah: Earth Mandala Press, 1998. (out of print)

Liberty, Enlightening the World, poem and artwork, 
Canyonlands,  Utah: Earth Mandala Press, 2001, second 
edition, Canyonlands, Utah: World Wheel Press, 2006

Of Earth & Fire, poems and artwork, Canyonlands,  
Utah: World Wheel Press, 2006

Audio Cassettes and CDs

Refuge, Gabrielle Roth & The Mirrors, Red Bank,  
New Jersey: Raven Recording, 1998: cover art by  
Vijali Hamilton

Awaken Your Heart from Its Ancient Sleep, original music 
by Vijali Hamilton and Edie Hartshorne, cover art by 
Vijali Hamilton, Earth Mandala Records, 2000

Atahualpa Manta, Traditional Andian Music from 
Ecuador, Earth Mandala Records, 2000: cover art 

Sacred Chants, Vijali Hamilton with Edie Hartshorne,  
World Wheel Studio, 2007

Calendar and Cards

Healing Our Earth, calendar, published by Brush Dance, 
2003

Healing Our Earth, greeting card series, (three images) 
published by Brush Dance, 2002

Mother of Tears, card for Women in Black (NGO), 2002

Rainbow Bodhisattva, greeting card, Rivers Press, 2004, 
reprint 2005, 2006, 2007

Periodicals

Los Angeles Weekly, 1985: cover art by Vijali Hamilton.

Connections, Institute of Noetic Sciences, 1998: cover 
art by Vijali Hamilton 

EarthLight, Reawakening to Communion, 2000: front  
cover and back cover art, and feature article by 
Vijali Hamilton

Buddhist Review, Finding the Spirit in Stone, 2002: cover  
art and feature article by Vijali Hamilton

Films

World Wheel I, One Woman’s Pilgrimage for Global Peace,  
60 min., World Wheel Productions, 2003

World Wheel II, One Woman’s Pilgrimage for Global Peace, 
30 min., World Wheel Productions, 2003

Heart of the Jaguar, The Amazon, 6 min., World Wheel 
Productions, 2004

The World Wheel Journeys, 6 min., Lightningwood 
Productions, 2007
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Vijali preparing to be Gaia in the Western Gateway 
performance, Malibu, California

Other Works By Vijali Hamilton
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Vijali Hamilton is a visionary multimedia artist, 
sculptor, poet, musician, author, and teacher. Over 
one thousand of her artworks are in museums, public 
places, and private collections. She gives seminars 
and retreats on meditation and the creative process, 
internationally and at her retreat center home in the 
Canyonlands of Utah. Early in her life, Vijali spent ten 
years as a monastic member of the Vedanta Society  
convent in Santa Barbara. Later she received her 
Masters in Fine Arts from Goddard College. She is a 
fellow of the World Academy of Art and Science.

In 1986, she founded her first World Wheel Project, 
a seven-year spiritual and artistic pilgrimage during 
which she circled the globe creating monumental stone 
sculptures and community-based performances in 
twelve countries. In 1999, she began the Second World 
Wheel Project. This project again circles the planet, 
now creating Wisdom Centers in twelve countries to 
preserve as well as develop knowledge for the healing 
and survival of our planet. These Centers create a 
crucible for the cross-cultural emergence of wisdom 
needed for our future. The Second World Wheel 
Project is dedicated to the children of our world.

The account of Vijali Hamilton’s journeys and her 
poetry and artwork are available in her books: World 
Wheel: One Woman’s Quest for Peace; Liberty: Enlightening 
the World; and Of Earth & Fire. She has also produced 
two music albums (with Edie Hartshorne) and a video 
documentary, World Wheel: One Woman’s Pilgrimage 
for Global Peace. Vijali’s art, writing and life have 
been described in numerous books, articles, radio 
interviews, and television documentaries. More 
information about her work as well as her books and 
CD/DVDs are available through her web site: www.
vijali.net.

Biography

Vijali carving in the Andes of Ecuador
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Vijali in ceremony
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Vijali as Gaia in the Western Gateway performance, World Wheel site 1, Malibu, California
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May Peace Prevail on Earth

If you would like to be a part of the Second World Wheel, 
there are many ways to participate.

•  Please visit our website:
 www.vijali.net

To read current and past World Wheel  
newsletters, visit:

 www.vijali.net/newsletter.html

•  Order books, cards, CDs, DVDs, VHDs,  
sculptures, and prints of sculptures:  

 www.worldwheelpress.org


